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Crealion and Science: Con J:lichng or Complementarg?

Go[den Nuggeks

Big Sforﬂ of the Bible

con flicl‘ing

When Mo or more ideas
are againsk each other
and are not compahble

wiH1 one anonen

comPlemenl'arH

When kWO or more ideas

can WOFI( kogeH’leh

Genesis |

The J:irs} chaP}er of the

firsf baok in Hle Bible
which describes.

cosmologﬂ

The scienl’ific concePl
that Hle universe emerged

froma singularihj

H‘»rough Hw Big Bang.

What scienb‘fﬁc belie 2fs are there about creation?

Cosmologg is the erorg that the universe began with the 'Big Bang’.
Whg there is 'somelhing rather than noH'ling' is a mHslerH Phgsics
doesn't answer bul one Hucorg is that the universe emerged from a
singularita, This H’LCOFH makes the mosk sense of our observakions buk
no one claims it is o ccmplete and Perfed Hmeor& Evolulion suggesls
thak the ‘Goldilocks effecy created the Perfeclt cppcr}uniig for life bo
develop on earth and that about three and o half billion years ago,
the firsf self—replicahng cells emerged. The Hlecrg suggesfs that
somehow changes haPPened over kime fo these firsf living cells and
eventuullg comPlex life developed. The crigin of life is shill not well

understcod,

evolulion

The theory thal all the
kinds of liv‘mg Hﬂngs
that exish lodag
developed from earlier
tgpes. The diﬁerences
between them resulted
from changes that
happened over many

Hears.

How do Chriskians about the text o o Genesis IP

Bible lexts are not all of one genre. Theg include biographg, Poelrg
and wisdom. Di f feren} Christians have di f ~feren} belie fs aboul the
genre of bext that Genesis | is. Some believe it should be read liferallg
as an account of creation whilst others argue it is to be read as

Poelrg and meaning drawn out of if.

Can science and fai”l be reconciled?

While virtua“g all Chrishians take the Bible sericuslg, the overwhelming
maJ‘ority do not read the Bible lilerqlly, as Hmeg would a science
bextbook. Most Christians believe that the purpose o religicus bruth is
not ko convey scienltific infcrmalticn but to }ramaform hearts. Mang
Christians believe that the truths of the Bible and discoveries of

modern science can coexish.

genre

A specific L‘Ljpe or stgle

of music, film, or wrihng.

Do I believe that Genesis | and sclenl’lflc discoveries are
cumplemenfary or con f/icl’ing?

The belie}s that PeoPle hold about Genesis | and scienltific views sit
alcng a broad spectmm. Some People believe that science and J:O,iH’I
cannol coexist whilst others believe H’teg can be complelelg
complemenlarﬂ. What do you believe? What J’ushficahons do you have
for these belie fs?

Creation God creales a per fect world where he is in a per fect relalionship with humanilg.
The Fau Adam and Even don‘l fouow God's rules and erg sPoil Hleir friendship wil‘h ch This sl‘crg is also
found in Genesis.
PGLFIGFCI’}S Several men in one familg line leo,d God‘s PeoPle. The famllg end up in EgHPb and become slaves lo
Hw Eggphans
Exodus Moses becomes the leader o f God's Pecple and helps them escape from slaverg in E%PL
God's People conquer the Promised Land called Israel and have o home and nalion of their own.
Conquesk . 1o . . .
The Pecple are called Tsraelites’ or somelimes Jews'.
Iudges ch aPPoinlfs J’udges fo lead Hls PeoPleA
ch‘s PecPle aren‘lf haPPH with hav‘mg Judges ond ask fora King like the other counlries. God lels
Kings and H}em have a kingA ch wanls fo _F'Lx his friendship with humans so he asks Propheks ko fe” Hle PeoPle
Propheks the righk H}ing fo do. People conhnue bo disobeﬂ. The Isruelites 9o H}rough Phases of 900(1 and bad
leaclershiP from their Kings The Kingdcm of Israel is then concluered bg cliﬂ:erent emPiresA
Silence Propheks foretell ofa ccm'mg |<‘m9 who will rescue the Israeliles from being under the rule o f other
kingcloms. There is o pericd where noning new is heard from God and the pecple wail for
hundreds of years for this ccming Messiah who will come to save them.
_ God's People shill aren't clo'mg the rigH Hnng so God comes as Jesus bo make it belter for them. God
Jﬁ_ the Son is incarnated and lives on Earth as o human! Some People believe that Jesus is the Messiah
Incarnalion 3 H1e5 have been waihng for bo rescue them. ManH of the people don't understand that Jesus was
; going bo be 'King of Hleir: hearls rather than a militarH ruler and King ofa countrg. Theﬂ are
% angry when Jesus doesn't make Plcms to overthrow the Romans who are currenHH ruling them.
Salval Jesus dies on the cross as o Punishmenk for everHHming his People do wrong. His People can be
aatn friends with God ago,'m now that Jesus has brough} them ‘Salvalion .
K‘mgdom Jesus friends and foﬂowers tell the world about the Good News o f Jesus. Jesus goes fo heaven
of God bul sends the Holg Spirit to live in their hearts and guide them.
New Christians believe that Jesus will come agaln and bring a new Heaven and Earth where everHHx'mg

Creation \/wll be Perfecl agam This is in the book of Revelakion.




Crealion and the Fall

According to the Standard Model, the
Universe began almost 4 billion years ago.
The HIGOFH works back in fime from our
currenk observations and understandmg of
the universe. It all starled with the Big BangA
This describes the origin of maHer, energy.
space and time - the earlH momenks o I3 the

universe Oﬂd ilTS SUIDSCqUCﬂI' developmenf
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Crealion and Science: Con J:lichng or Complementargj?

Whg there is someHﬂng rather than noH'L‘mg
is o mHskerH that our PhHchs cannol answer.
One Hmeorg is that our universe emerged
from a slngularitg. an in}initelg hot and

in J:‘Lnlkelg dense Pc‘ml which is impossible bo

Piclure.
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Science and Religion: Conflicting or Completementary?

COS"IOIOgH

From this the universe expandecl fasker than
the speecl of lighk For the Prst |0-4 second
there was onlg energy. As it expanded and
cooled, elemenkarg parholes such as quarl(s
and elecrons condensed. A _Fifer one millionth
ofa second, Prokons and neulrons Prmed
oub o ¥ quarl(s. Three minutes later slmple
atomic nuclei developed. Ik was 300,000
years be pore these could capkure electrons
and form the ﬁrsl: aloms. At this kime lighl'
fi”ed the whole 0 f space.

As space expcmded gravihj began bo Pull
malter logeH\er. When these masses became
big enough. galaxies of shars }urmed. Fusion
reachions began, ignllflng stars and forming
heavier elements. When shars explcdecl, the
elements scaltered. EvenluallH HmeH
condensed in solar sgstems forming new
stars and planeks. We are all quike literaug
made o ¥ star dush

The Big Bang H’seorH makes more sense o £
our cbservalions and underskanding of
phgslcol laws than any other. No one claims
itis a complel:e or Jinal slorH. New
discoveries are promphng new ideas such as
Dark MaHer, Dark EnergH and Superslr'mg

theories. There is more o learn!

An Open Lelter grom 13,000 priests and vicars concerning religion and science:

While virhually all Chriskions kake the Bible seriously the overwhelming ma joriby do not read the Bible kerally as bhey would a science
textbook. Relig\cus bruth is ofa differenl‘ order from scien}il:ic but to fransprm hearls truth its purpose is not ko convey scienk\fic
informakion We the unders»gned. Chrislian clergy grom many direrent tradikions, believe that the limeless truths of the Bible and the
discoveries of modern science may cornforlal:lg coexish. We believe thal the H'neur-j of evolulion is a Founduﬁonal scienhflc bruth, one thal

has stood up to rigomus scruhnH and upon which much of human lrncwlc:clge and achievemen rests We ask thal science remain science

and that religton remain reliﬂ\cn, wo verH diﬁerenl, but
The Clergy Lefter Project T 3 & L,

CGI’I‘IP{EMED‘OFH ]’crms 0}' I'I'Ll”\.

'Big Bang' bH aria Lurescia

PoPg Francis
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Science and Religion: Conflicting or Completementary?

The Church of Englund. and the Roman Catholic Church agree about fuiH‘\ and science:
In 2010 the Church of Enﬂlund ugreed fo Pmmufe o beffer undershnding of how science and beheF in God are not in wthcl. Dr Peter CaPun said "Mang

Christians are scienlists Manﬁ Peuple have a faiH\ and acce# the Findmgs of madern science. Mcmﬁ look for the answer lo li,:e’s quesﬁcns in bath religlon
and science }inding them cumPlemen}ur\j worldviews which answer d\ﬂeren} sorls of queshons The mu_jarl}g of Christians accepl evolution and many

scienfists pnd that the evuluhunurﬁ process and the beuufg of creaion msP'Lre [aiH\

"When we read in Genesis the accounk of Creation, we risk imagining that God was a magician, with such a magic wand as fo be able lo do everHH\mg

However, it was not like thal. He created Eeir\gs and le[f them to develcp uccm’dlng to the inkernal laws that He qave each one, so that H\eH would develop_ and
reach their Fuuness The beﬂmn’lng of the world comes dLr‘ecHy from (God who creates oul of love. The BLQ Bclmj which loduH is described as the origin of the
world, does not contradict the divine ack of creation, it requires it. Evolubion in nabure is not cpposed lo the idea of Creation because evolution is based on the

creation of Eemgs that evolve.”

Which Piece of art work do you

aPPreciate mosk’ WhHP




